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How are genocides and massacres documented?

genocide = mass murder £ murder

As in every murder case:

« find the victims

« determine causes, places and times of deaths
« pinpoint identity(ies) of perpetrator(s)

Examples:

» Cambodia: some 20 000 grove sites were found wnfh some 1.4 mllllon
victims ‘ Fielt
Former Yugoslowo see

Kofyn & Vlnnlfso Mass- grove exhumcmon by exper’rs from neu’rrol cdunfnes

No forensic research by experts from neutral countries
for the first 55 years after the war.

No autopsy ever confirmed death by asphyxiation or
poisoning in any known German wartfime camp.

No document ever found proving existence of
homicidal gas chambers.

In two cases of physical evidence for gas chambers
(Stutthof, Majdanek), documents show they were
fumigation chambers.

Three other cases have features that make gassing
claims look absurd (Dachau, Hartheim, Mauthausen).
Examples for mass-grave investigations:

« Auschwitz: no mass graves ever exhumed. 4 million victims claimed after
the war; today: 1 million, based on deportation records, not proven
deaths.

Treblinka: post-war digs found no fraces of mass graves. Recent soll
soundings found much less disturbed soil than expected. 3 million
claimed after the war, now 800,000 (base as before).

Betzec: no post-war digs; recent digs found much less disturbed soil than
expected; 3 million victims claimed after the war, now 600,000 (base as
before).

Majdanek: no digs ever; 1.7 million victims claimed after the war, now
some /78,000.

Sobibdr: no post-war digs; recent digs found much less disturbed soil than
expected. 2 million victims claimed after the war, now some 200,000 (base
as before).

Babi Yar: 1943 digs by Soviets, 150 corpses and some burned remains; no
further research done; some 100,000 victims claimed to this day.




For Them to Be Right, Who Has to Be Wrong?

The victims:
o Rare attempts to locate claimed graves
o Hardly ever excavations of detected disturbed soil
o no exhumations
o ho autopsy
The survivors:
o More than 200,000 Auschwitz survivors
o In 2000, one million survivors sfill alive = In 1945, five million

o N.G. Finkelstein, The Holocaust Indusiry (p. 81): “If everyone who
claims to be a survivor really is one, [...] who did Hitler kill2” (mother)

The bystanders:
o Lipstadt’'s examples: people saw Jews being herded together
and deported
o people saw trains full of Jews coming in, and empty trains
coming out
The perpetrators

The vast majority must be right.

In the history of science it has often
happened that the majority was
wrong and refused to listen to a

minority that later turned out to be

right.

</‘1<‘¢‘ma 1 ])(‘(38!7

1:! y

In 1633, for Galileo to be right, ’
who had to be wrong? B 4




Almost all astronomers of the time.

Almost all other academic
authorities.

All government authorities.

All of humanity who withnessed the
sun Mmoving every day, not the earth.

» Every new hypothesis challenging
old views is initially an exireme
Mminority opinion.

Every new hypothesis challenging
the power structure of its time is
met with filerce opposition.

That does not mean it is wrong.

Science is not a democratic
enterprise.

Absolute dictatorship of evidence.

No Perpetrator Ever Denied It

« Trial against Zyklon B dealers: defendants denied!

Gewihe Ut Wakbarbl st mewrhalls dinmasaboer Lagered Saim Yarbroadher |
-

GIFTGAS! Wa ZYKLON §& GIFTGA

The main defendant
during the Testa Trial:
CEQO GUnther Tesch.
Sentenced and executed




No Perpetrator Ever Denied It

- Trial against Zyklon B dealers: defendants denied!
- International Military Tribunal, Nuremberg, 1945-1946:
o Al defendants claimed fo have had no knowledge of it.
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- Trial against Zyklon B dealers: defendants denied!

- International Military Tribunal, Nuremberg, 1945-1946:
o All defendants claimed to have had no knowledge of it.
o The top-most official involved, Goéring, DENIED.
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No Perpetrator Ever Denied It

- Trial against Zyklon B dealers: defendants denied!
« International Military Tribunal, Nuremberg, 1945-1946:

o All defendants claimed to have had no knowledge of it.

o The top-most official involved, Géring, DENIED.

o All defendants accepted that it is somehow true only after

a. watching footage of captured German camps,
b. after hearing Rudolf H&ss's testimony.
« BUT:

o The footage showed victims of a typhus epidemic (Bergen-
Belsen), of Allied strafing (Dachau), and of Allied bombings
(Nordhausen).

o Hdss was tortured for three days straight and made to sign a
confessions in English he could not even understand.

o The British, Americans and Russians systematically tortured
former SS men to confess.




Der Reichsmarschall des GroSdeutschen Berlin,den *
Reiches

Beauftragter flr den Vierjahresplan

Yorsitzender
des Ministerrats fir die Reichsvertei-
digung

An den
Chef dor Sicherheitspolizel und des 5D
#~Gruppenfilhrer He ydr i c h

Berlin.

Jn Ergénzung der Jhnen bereits =it Zrial veo
24,1,39 lbertragenen Aufgabe,die Judenfrage in Form Ze:
Auswanderung oder Evakuierung einer den Zeitverhal:e«
nissen entsprechend adglichst gunstigaten Lowung zuzy »
fihren, beauftrage ich Sie hiermit,slle erforderlicae:
Vorbereitungen in organisatorischer,sachl!sher urt
psterieller liinsicht zu treffen fir eine Sevas tléauns
der Judenfrage im dentschen EinfluSgebiet in Zurs:u.

Soferne hierbei die Zustdndigkeiten anicyer
Zentralinstanzen beriihrt woerden, sird diese zu zatef «
ligen.

Jeh b;lunuec Bie welter,mir in Bilde ciren
Gesaatentwurf {ber die organisatoriechen,sachlichen
und materiellen Vorsusmafinahmen zur [urchffihrung dar
angestrebtenr Endldsung der Judenfrage vorziulegen.

Britain's secret torture centre

The interrogation camp that turned
prisoners into living skeletons

German spa became a forbidden village where
Gestapo -like techniques were used

lan Cobain __, The Guardian
Saturday 17 December 2005
Despite the six years of bitter fighting which lay behind
him, James Morgan -Jones, a major in the Royal Atrtillery,
could not have been more specific about the spectacle in
front of him. "It was," he reported, "one of the most
disgusting sights of my life."

Curled up on a bed in a hospital in Rotenburg, near
Bremen, was a cadaverous shadow of a human being.
"The man literally had no flesh on him, his state of
emaciation was incredible,” wrote Morgan
man had weighed a little over six stones (38kg) on
admission five weeks earlier, and "was still a figure which
may well have been one of the Belsen inmates". At the
base of hi s spine "was a huge festering sore", and he was
clearly terrified of returning to the prison where he had
been brought so close to death. "If ever a man showed
fear - he did,” Morgan -Jones declared.

Adolf Galla, 36, a dental technician, was not alone. A fe
beds away lay Robert Buttlar, 27, a journalist, who had
been admitted after swallowing a spoon handle in a

-Jones. This
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suicide attempt at the same prison. He too was
emaciated and four of his toes had been lost to frostbite.

The previous month, January 1947, two oth er inmates,
Walter Bergmann, 20, and Franz Osterreicher, 38, had

died of malnutrition within hours of arriving at the
hospital. Over the previous 13 months, Major Morgan -
Jones learned, 45 inmates of this prison, including
several women, had been dumped at Rotenburg. Each
was severely starved, frostbitten, and caked in dirt.

Some had been beaten or whipped.

The same week that Major Morgan -Jones was submitting
his report, a British doctor called Jordan was raising
similar concerns at an internment camp 130 mi les away.
Dr Jordan complained to his superiors that eight men

who had been transferred from the same prison "were all
suffering gross malnutrition ... one in my opinion dying".

They included Gerhard Menzel, 23, a 6ft German former
soldier who weighed seve n stones, and was described as
a living skeleton. Another, admitted as Morice Marcellini,

a 27 -year-old Frenchman, later transpired to be
Alexander Kalkowski, a captain in the Soviet secret
police, the NKVD. He weighed a little over eight stones,
and compl ained that he had been severely beaten and
forced to spend eight hours a day in a cold bath.

Prisoners complained thumbscrews and "shin screws"
were employed at the prison and Dr Jordan's report
highlighted the small, round scars that he had seen on

the le gs of two men, "which were said to be the result of

the use of some instrument to facilitate questioning".

One of these men was Hans Habermann, a 43 -year -old
disabled German Jew who had survived three years in
Buchenwald concentration camp.

All of these me n had been held at Bad Nenndorf, a small,
once-elegant spa resort near Hanover. Here, an
organisation called the Combined Services Detailed
Interrogation Centre (CSDIC) ran a secret prison
following the British occupation of north -west Germany in
1945.

CSDIC, a division of the War Office, operated
interrogation centres around the world, including one
known as the London Cage, located in one of London's
most exclusive neighbourhoods. Official documents
discovered last month at the National Archives at Kew,
south -west London, show that the London Cage was a
secret torture centre where German prisoners who had
been concealed from the Red Cross were beaten,
deprived of sleep, and threatened with execution or with
unnecessary surgery.

As horrific as conditions we re at the London Cage, Bad
Nenndorf was far worse. Last week, Foreign Office files
which have remained closed for almost 60 years were
opened after a request by the Guardian under the
Freedom of Information Act. These papers, and others
declassified earlie r, lay bare the appalling suffering of
many of the 372 men and 44 women who passed
through the centre during the 22 months it operated
before its closure in July 1947.

They detail the investigation carried out by a Scotland
Yard detective, Inspector Tom Ha yward, following the
complaints of Major Morgan -Jones and Dr Jordan.
Despite the precise and formal prose of the detective's
report to the military government, anger and revulsion

leap from every page as he turns his spotlight on a place
where prisoners we re systematically beaten and exposed
to extreme cold, where some were starved to death and,
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allegedly, tortured with instruments that his fellow
countrymen had recovered from a Gestapo prison in
Hamburg. Even today, the Foreign Office is refusing to
releas e photographs taken of some of the "living
skeletons" on their release.

Initially, most of the detainees were Nazi party members

or former members of the SS, rounded up in an attempt

to thwart any Nazi insurgency. A significant number,
however, were indust rialists, tobacco importers, oil
company bosses or forestry owners who had flourished
under Hitler.

By late 1946, the papers show, an increasing number
were suspected Soviet agents. Some were NKVD officers

- Russians, Czechs and Hungarians - but many were
simply German leftists. Others were Germans living in

the Russian zone who had crossed the line, offered to

spy on the Russians, and were tortured to establish
whether they were genuine defectors.

One of the men who was starved to death, Walter
Bergmann, h ad offered to spy for the British, and fell
under suspicion because he spoke Russian. Hayward
reported: "There seems little doubt that Bergmann,
against whom no charge of any crime has ever been
made, but on the contrary, who appears to be a man
who has gi ven every assistance, and that of considerable
value, has lost his life through malnutrition and lack of
medical care".

The other man who starved to death, Franz Osterreicher,
had been arrested with forged papers while attempting to
enter the British zone in search of his gay lover. Hayward
said that "in his struggle for existence or to get extra
scraps of food he stood a very poor chance" at Bad
Nenndorf.

Many of Bad Nenndorf's inmates were there for no

reason at all. One, a former diplomat, remained locke d

up because he had "learned too much about our
interrogation methods". Another arrived after a clerical
error, and was incarcerated for eight months. As
Inspector Hayward reported: "There are a number
against whom no offence has been alleged, and the only
authority for their detention would appear to be that they
are citizens of a country still nominally at war with us."

Today, the older people of Bad Nenndorf talk about
August 1 1945, the day the British arrived, with
undisguised bitterness. A convoy of t rucks pulled into the
village, and the Tommies took over from an easygoing

US infantry division. Within hours, the British had
ordered everybody in the centre of the village to pack
their belongings and leave. Bad Nenndorf was heaving
with refugees from th e bomb -ravaged ruins of Hanover,
18 miles to the east: hundreds of people were given 90
minutes to pack some food and valuables, and get out.

"We thought everyone would be allowed back in a few
days," recalls Walter Minstermann, now a retired
newspaperman, but then a 14 -year-old. "Then the
soldiers started putting barbed wire fences around the
centre of the village, and slowly we began to realise that

this was going to be no ordinary camp.”

Walter and his neighbours realised that the centre of

their village was being transformed into a prison camp
when they heard that the British were converting a large,
40-year -old bath -house, ripping out the baths and
installing heavy steel doors to turn each cubicle into a

cell. They saw the first batch of prisoners arriv e in the

back of a truck. Later groups arrived at the village
railway station in cattle trucks.

Ingrid Groth, then a seven -year -old, said locals claimed
that if you crept up to the barbed wire at night, you
could hear the prisoners' screams. Mr Miunstermann
passed the main gate on his way to school each day,
insists that the opposite was true: that it was a sinister
place precisely because "you never, ever saw anyone,
and you never heard a sound". Among the people of
Lower Saxony, Bad Nenndorf became kn own as das
verbotene dorf - the forbidden village.

The commanding officer was Robin "Tin Eye" Stephens,
45, a monocled colonel of the Peshawar Division of the
Indian Army who had been seconded to MI5 in 1939, and
who had commanded Camp 020, a detention cen
Surrey where German spies had been interrogated during
the war.

An authoritarian and a xenophobe with a legendary
temper, Stephens boasted that interrogators who could
"break” a man were born, and not made. Of the 20
interrogators ordered to break t he inmates of Bad
Nenndorf, 12 were British, a combination of officers from

the three services and civilian linguists. The remaining
eight included a Pole and a Dutchman, but were mostly
German Jewish refugees who had enlisted on the
outbreak of war, and w  ho, Inspector Hayward suggested,
"might not be expected to be wholly impartial”.

Most of the warders were soldiers barely out of their
teens. Some had endured more than a year of combat,
at the end of which they had liberated Belsen. Some
represented the m ore unruly elements of the British
Army of the Rhine, sent to Bad Nenndorf after receiving
suspended sentences for assault or desertion. Often,
Hayward said, they were the sort of individuals "likely to
resort to violence on helpless men".
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The inmates were  starved, woken during the night, and
forced to walk up and down their cells from early
morning until late at night. When moving about the
prison they were expected to run, while soldiers kicked
them. One warder, a soldier of the Welsh Regiment, told
Haywa rd: "If a British soldier feels inclined to treat a
prisoner decently he has every opportunity to do so; and

he also has the opportunity to ill -treat a prisoner if he so
desires".

The Foreign Office briefed Clement Attlee, the prime
minister, that "the gua  rds had apparently been instructed
to carry out physical assaults on certain prisoners with
the object of reducing them to a state of physical
collapse and of making them more amenable to
interrogation”.

Former prisoners told Hayward that they had been
whipped as well as beaten. This, the detective said,
seemed unbelievable, until "our inquiries of warders and

guards produced most unexpected corroboration".
Threats to execute prisoners, or to arrest, torture and
murder their wives and children were consider ed
"perfectly proper", on the grounds that such threats were

never carried out.

Moreover, any prisoner thought to be uncooperative
during interrogation was taken to a punishment cell
where they would be stripped and repeatedly doused in
water. This punishm ent could continue for weeks, even in
sub -zero temperatures.

Naked prisoners were handcuffed back -to-back and
forced to stand before open windows in midwinter.




Frostbite became common. One victim of the cold cell
punishment was Buttlar, who swallowed the s
handle to escape. An anti  -Nazi, he had spent two years
as a prisoner of the Gestapo. "l never in all those two
years had undergone such treatments," he said.

Kalkowski, the NKVD officer, claimed that toenails were
ripped out and that he had been hung from his wrists
during interrogation, with weights tied to his legs. British
NCOs, he alleged, would beat him with rubber
truncheons "while the interrogating officers went for
lunch". Hayward concluded, however, that "there was not

a shred of evidence to s  upport these allegations".

Whatever was happening during the interrogations must
have been widely known among many of the camp's
officers and men. In common with every CSDIC prison,
each cell was bugged, so that the prisoners' private
utterances could be m  atched against their "confessions".

Inspector Hayward's investigation led to the courts
martial of Stephens, Captain John Smith, Bad Nenndorf's
medical officer, and an interrogator, Lieutenant Richard
Langham. The hearings were largely held behind closed
doors. A number of sergeants - men who had carried out
the beatings - were told they would be pardoned if they
gave evidence against their officers.

Langham, who had been born in Munich and fled to
England with his parents in 1934, at the age of 13,
denied that he had mistreated prisoners and was
acquitted. Charges of manslaughter against Smith were
dropped but, after a court martial held entirely in secret,

he was found guilty of the neglect of inmates and
sentenced, at the age of 49, to be dismissed the se

It is unclear whether any of Stephens's superiors knew,

or condoned, what had happened at Bad Nenndorf,
although his lawyers said they were prepared to spread

the blame among senior army officers and Foreign Office
officials. Before his court martia | began there was
nervous debate among ministers and government
officials about how to avoid the repercussions which
would follow, should the truth become known.

Ministers were anxious that nobody should learn that
CSDIC was running a number of similar pri sons
Germany. There was also what the chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster, Frank Pakenham, later to become
Lord Longford, described as "the fact that we are alleged

to have treated internees in a manner reminiscent of the
German concentration camps". T he army, meanwhile,
said it was determined the Soviets should not discover
"how we apprehended and treated their agents", not
least because some would -be defectors might have
second thoughts.

Finally, there was the inevitable fall -out for Attlee's
Labour g overnment. As Hector McNeill, foreign minister,
pointed out in a memo to Ernest Bevin, the foreign
secretary: "I doubt if | can put too strongly the
parliamentary consequences of publicity. Whenever we
have any allegations to make about the political polic
methods in Eastern European states it will be enough to

call out in the House 'Bad Nenndorf', and no reply is left

to us."

poon

rvice.

in

Stephens was eventually court martialled behind closed
doors. Amid complaints of a half -hearted prosecution, he
was acquitted of tw o charges, two others were
withdrawn, and he was free to apply to rejoin MI5.

In Bad Nenndorf, the remaining prisoners were shipped
out, the wire ripped down, and the prison shut down. The
baths were reinstalled in the cubicles and, gradually, the
spa retu rned to its traditional business of catering for the
health needs of elderly German tourists.

The closure of Bad Nenndorf was not the end of the
story, however. The archives reveal that three months
later a custom -built interrogation centre, with cells for
men and 10 women, was opened near to the British
military base at Gitersloh. The inmates were to be
suspected Soviet spies, and would be medically
examined before interrogation.

When Frank Pakenham complained that most of the
interrogators had been at Bad Nenndorf, and demanded
that "drastic methods" should not be employed, Major -
General Sir Brian Robertson, the military governor, put

his foot down.

Why, he exclaimed, if the military authorities were
required to justify the arrest of each inmate, and th
handle them according to the standards "enforced by the
prison commissioners in our own enlightened country",
there was little point in having an interrogation centre at
all.
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Death subterfuge

One of the most bizarre episodes at Bad Nenndorf
followed the death of a former SS officer called Abeling.
He had been so severely beaten during his arrest in
January 1947 that he was unconscious on arrival at the
prison, and died shortly afterwards.

The camp's officers instructed a local gravedigger to
prepare a gr ave for a British officer who had died of an
infectious disease. Abeling's corpse was sewn into a
blanket, lowered in, and covered with quicklime. A firing
party was on hand to ensure that the dead man was
buried with full British military honours, and a w
wooden cross with a false name was erected over the
grave.

hite

The reasons for such subterfuge are made clear in
declassified Foreign Office papers at the National
Archives. Abeling, formerly a member of an "annihilation
squad" in Warsaw, had been working as an agent for the
Americans at the time of his death, spying on his old Nazi
comrades under the codename Slim.

The report notes that the Americans "insisted that
'Slim's' death must be kept a very closely guarded
secret, because of the fact that the US authorities had
been employing him in the full knowledge that he was
wanted by the Polish government as a major war
criminal”.

Today the wooden cross over Abeling's grave has been
replaced with a gravestone. It still bears the name of the

man that local pe ople believe to be buried there: John X
White, born 1.8.1911, died 17.1.1947.

* https://www.theqguardian.com/uk/2005/dec/17/secon
dworldwar.topstories3
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No Perpetrator Ever Denied It

Features of all subsequent trials

* Holocaust with its many “known’”
features indisputable.

Defense strategy challenging the
"known facts” was legally and
logistically impossible.

Only minimization of involvement Hans Laternser, German defense lawyer:

and responsibility promised success. “In the major international criminal trials in
Uni tagt f defendants: which | participated, there has never been
niquUe Teaiure or GETeNAAnNIs. NONE ¢ o ch tension as in the Auschwitz frial -

of them showed remorse (H. Grabitz, N-  not even at the International Military
Tnbunal in Nuremberg."” (Die andere Seite

Prozesse: Psychogramme der Betelligten, 1986, p. 147). . : ;
S L il im AuschwitzprozeB3 1963/65, 1966, p. 28)

Today: denial is ILLEGAL.




