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…it all began in 1991… 
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World War II – June 2007 – www.HistoryNet.com/wwii 

http://www.historynet.com/wwii
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Adolf Hitler’s private photographer, Walter Frentz, and director and propagandist Leni Riefenstahl study a scene for 

her movie of the 1936 Berlin Olympics, Olympia. 
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Eva Braun, above left, relaxes on the terrace of Hitler’s mountain retreat, the Berghof. Hitler hid his relationship 

with her from the public. They married on April 29, 1945, the day before their suicide. 

 

Hitler’s dog Blondi, above right, eyes the camera with an unfathomable expression. She died the day Hitler did, 

having been used to test the effectiveness of a cyanide capsule.  
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Heinrich Himmler indulges in a cigar and a laugh with Martin Borman and others on the Berghof terrace in spring, 

1943. 
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Joseph Goebbels joins Hitler on a walk. ‘No one can talk with him for any length of time without feeling 

strengthened and reinvigorated’, the Nazi propaganda chief noted in his diary the next day. 
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A melancholy Hitler stares out of an airplane window. Frentz had extraordinary access to Hitler  

and could take candid shots clearly not meant for the Nazi propaganda machine. 



8 
 

 
Hitler and Eva Braun visit the daughter of a friend. Perhaps longing for the trappings of normal  

family life, Braun asked Frentz to photograph the moment without Hitler’s knowledge. 
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Hitler strolls outside the Berghof a few days before the invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941. Frentz liked the clouds 

and mountains that surrounded the retreat. 
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Appearing resigned, Hitler stands outside the Berghof in April 1944. His right fist is clenched,  perhaps due to 

advancing Parkinson’s diseases, which propagandists generally took pains to hide. 

_______________________________  
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…an item from Queensland, Australia…why won’t they let him rest?... 

Electrical Trades Union compares Newman Government to 

Nazi regime in controversial advertisement 
By: Anthony Gough, The Courier-Mail, June 08, 2013 12:39PM 

 

 
File picture. Nazi Germany leader Adolf Hitler has featured in a new ad from the Electrical Trades Union attacking 

the Newman Government. Source: News Limited 
 

A UNION ad comparing the Newman Government 
to the Nazi regime and featuring an image of 
Adolf Hitler has been labelled "deplorable" by the 
Jewish community.  
The full-page ad, which was placed in today's Courier-
Mail by the Electrical Trades Union, features a large 

image of Hitler in full Nazi regalia, and states the 
former German leader would be "proud" of the LNP's 
new industrial relations laws. 
It features an anti-union quote from Hitler from 1933, 
when the Nazi leader said "We must close union offices, 

confiscate their money and put their leaders in prison." 
Queensland Jewish Board of Deputies president Jason 
Steinberg said the advertisement was "deplorable and 
inappropriate". "Any analogy of the Nazi genocide in 

Australian public debate is totally inappropriate," he 
said. "It trivialises the Nazi regime (and) it diminishes 
how evil Hitler was in killing six million Jews and 
Gypsies and Australian forces who fought against 
them." 

Mr Steinberg said there were still Holocaust survivors 
living in Brisbane and Queensland, and it was "totally" 
disrespectful to them and they would be "appalled" to 
see the comparison made. 
He said while political leaders in Australia were fair 
game, the advertisement went "way too far". 

The Courier-Mail has also fielded calls from members of 
the public complaining about the advertisement, which 
also features a quote by Martin Luther King praising 
civil disobedience. 
One caller said the civil rights activist would be "rolling 
around in his grave" if he knew his words were placed 

next to an image of the Nazi leader. 
Another caller from Cleveland said the advertisement 
was offensive and in "very poor taste", while another 
said she was "horrified" to see the image of Hitler in the 
advertisement. 

The advertisement was placed by the ETU in response 
to controversial new laws passed by the Newman 

Government this week, which force union bosses to 
disclose their pay and perks. 
Unions have slammed the laws as "extreme", saying 
they will shut down democratic debate and freedom of 
expression while protecting industrial organisations and 
business interests. 
The advertisement states Queensland unions have a 

"proud history" of standing up against destructive 
governments and fighting for justice for all workers, 
and calls on workers to stand against the new laws. 
The ETU has been contacted for comment. 

  

 
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/electrical-trades-union-compares-newman-government-to-

nazi-regime-in-controversial-advertisement/story-fnihsrf2-1226660516092  

http://www.couriermail.com.au/
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/electrical-trades-union-compares-newman-government-to-nazi-regime-in-controversial-advertisement/story-fnihsrf2-1226660516092
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/electrical-trades-union-compares-newman-government-to-nazi-regime-in-controversial-advertisement/story-fnihsrf2-1226660516092
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An advertisement by the ETU condemning the Newman Government has been condemned as inappropriate. 
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_______________________________  
 

NOTE how the comments in the below article ‘prove’ there were no gassings! 

 

1. The 25 kilometers of 

yellowing papers include typed 

lists of Jews, homosexuals and 

other persecuted groups, files 

on children born in the Nazi 

Lebensborn program to breed a 

master race, and registers of 

arrivals and departures from 

concentration camps. 

2. The Nazis' meticulous record-
keeping stopped only when 
Jews and other victims were 

herded into gas chambers. 
3. "At death camps like Sobibor 
or Auschwitz, only natural 

causes of death are recorded - 
heart failure or pneumonia," 
said spokeswoman, Kathrin 
Flor. "There's no mention of 
gassing. The last evidence of 
many lives is the transport to 
the camp."  

_____________________________ 

German Holocaust archive reaches out 
International Tracing Service (ITS) in Bad Arolsen contains 30 million documents on survivors of 

Nazi camps, Gestapo prisons, forced laborers and displaced persons. Yet many people are not even 

aware it exists 
Reuters, 13 May 2013 

George Jaunzemis was three and a half years old when, 

in the chaotic weeks at the end of World War II, he was 

separated from his mother as she fled with him from 

Germany to Belgium.  

He grew up in New Zealand with no memory of his 

early years, unaware the Latvian woman who had 

emigrated with him was not his real mother.  

Then in 2010, a letter from the International Tracing 
Service (ITS) in Bad Arolsen changed his life. He 
discovered his real name was Peter Thomas and that he 

had a nephew and cousins in Germany.  
"I was astonished, thrilled. After all this time, I was an 
uncle," Jaunzemis, 71, told Reuters. "You don't know 

what it's like to have no family or childhood knowledge. 
Suddenly all the pieces fitted, now I can find my peace 
as a person."  
Yet it took Jaunzemis over three decades of tenacious 

searching to find the vast archive in this remote corner 

of Germany where his past was buried.  

Bad Arolsen contains 30 million documents on survivors 

of Nazi camps, Gestapo prisons, forced laborers and 

displaced persons. It rivals Israel's Yad Vashem 

Holocaust center and the Washington Holocaust 

Memorial Museum in historical value.  

However, many people are not even aware it exists. It 

was only opened to researchers in 2007 after criticism 

that it was being too protective of its material. Despite 

sitting on a mountain of original evidence, it is still 

struggling to get the attention academics say it 

deserves.  

Last year just 2,097 people visited Bad Arolsen 

compared with the 900,000 who went to Yad Vashem.  

Rebecca Boehling, a 57-year old historian who arrived 

from the United States in January, wants to change 

that.  

"We have a new agenda," said Boehling, who came 

from the Dresher Center for the Humanities at the 

University of Maryland, Baltimore County.  

"We're sitting on a treasure trove of documents. We 
want people to know what we have. Our material can 

change our perspective on big topics related to the war 
and the Holocaust."  

 
New director wants archive to become major research 

center Photo: Reuters 

Boehling is the first archive director who is not affiliated 

with the International Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC), which had managed Bad Arolsen since 1955 

with a narrow remit to trace people.  

The ICRC handed over the reins to an international 

commission of 11 countries in January, a step that 

could help unleash the full potential of the archive for 

academic study.  

Boehling plans to hold international conferences, get 

foreign students to use the ITS, publish more research 

and host national teachers' workshops, although she 

doubts the 14 million euro budget from the German 

government will stretch that far.  

Personal stories about victims, which the ITS can 

provide in abundance, are a powerful tool in educating 

young generations, she said. Currently, events hosted 

by the archive are attended only by townspeople and 

groups of pupils from nearby.  

Schindler's List 

Located next to a site where Hitler's SS officers once 
had barracks, Bad Arolsen was chosen for the archive 

after the war because of its central location between 
Germany's four occupation zones.  

http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3284752,00.html
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But now its location is a disadvantage. There are no big 

cities nearby and connections to Berlin and Frankfurt 

are slow. The town itself, on the northern edge of the 

state of Hesse, has a population of just 16,000.  

The archive is housed in an inconspicuous white 

building containing clues to the fates of 17.5 million 

people.  

The 25 kilometers of yellowing papers include typed 

lists of Jews, homosexuals and other persecuted 

groups, files on children born in the Nazi Lebensborn 

program to breed a master race, and registers of 

arrivals and departures from concentration camps.  

It even has a carbon copy of Schindler's List, the 1,000 

Jewish workers saved by German industrialist Oskar 

Schindler.  

The Nazis' meticulous record-keeping stopped only 

when Jews and other victims were herded into gas 

chambers.  

"At death camps like Sobibor or Auschwitz, only natural 

causes of death are recorded - heart failure or 

pneumonia," said spokeswoman, Kathrin Flor. "There's 

no mention of gassing. The last evidence of many lives 

is the transport to the camp."  

The ITS, which employs 295 people, still receives 

12,000 enquiries a month and reunites up to 50 

families a year, even though the number of Holocaust 

survivors is dwindling. This tracing work will continue.  

Most enquiries come from Russia and Eastern Europe 

and Boehling welcomes the new phenomenon of 

grandchildren and great grandchildren, who have more 

emotional distance from the war, wanting to find out 

the fates of their relatives.  

One major ongoing task is the digitalization of records 

which will make it easier for outsiders to carry out 

keyword searches which had previously been 

impossible as everything was done in-house with a 

filing system based on name cards.  

Despite its remote location Boehling says the archive 

won't be moved. It has become a something of a 

memorial for Holocaust survivors, like former Auschwitz 

inmate Thomas Buergenthal who visited the center in 

2012 after getting new information on where his father 

had perished.  

Buergenthal, who escaped Nazi shooting squads, 

Auschwitz gas chambers and a death march before he 

was 12, was found by his mother in a Polish orphanage 

in 1947 through the Red Cross.  

"This is my hallowed ground," Buergenthal, 78, told 

Reuters from his US home, referring to the archive.  

"My mother died without knowing my father died at 
Buchenwald. I'm mad about that. It is extremely 
important to me," said Buergenthal, who became an 
expert in human rights law and a judge at the 
International Court of Justice in The Hague.  
"These documents are more important for the future 
than for the past. They will be the common heritage of 

mankind of what really happened during that period. 
(They are) what we need to prevent it happening 
elsewhere in the world."  
 
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-

4364029,00.html

___________________________________ 

Hans FLEER 
Obituary 

FLEER Johannes (Hans): 

AM DCM Honorary Colonel 2nd Commando Regiment After a short illness, Hans Fleer passed away on 

Friday 5th April. He will be missed by all those who loved and respected him. To paraphrase another 

great man - the late Spike Milligan "We told him he was sick". 

 
Published in The West Australian on April 11, 2013 

_________________________ 

Family finally learns the deeds of an Ice Man 
By: Cameron Stewart, The Australian, April 25, 201312:00AM 

HOW Hans Fleer was not awarded the Victoria 
Cross still puzzles his mates. They talk in 
whispers about the day when the 20-year-old 
corporal, with his patrol pinned down by 600 Viet 

Cong near Nui Dat, earned his nickname "The Ice 

Man".  
When Viet Cong machine guns unexpectedly raked his 
patrol on a hot afternoon in February 1970, nine of 

Fleer's mates fell, including the commander and the 
signaller. 
The young infantryman didn't blink but instead took 
control. The Ice Man directed the remaining Diggers to 

cover him while he ran into machine-gun fire on what 

looked like a suicide mission to rescue his injured 
mates. 
As his unit citation says: "With complete disregard for 
his own safety, Hans Fleer moved out under covering 

http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4364029,00.html
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4364029,00.html
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/
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fire from his section to initiate the recovery of wounded 
men." 
To this day, no one knows how the hail of bullets 

missed Fleer, who - after bringing the wounded Diggers 

to safety - then directed the safe withdrawal of his 
winged platoon. 

 

 
Hans Fleer, left, took control of his army comrades near Nui Dat in 1970 when their commander was killed, and ran 

into machine-gun fire to rescue wounded Diggers. Source: Supplied 

For his courage, Fleer was awarded the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal, second only to the Victoria Cross. 
But when he returned to Australia, Fleer, a modest 

man, rarely spoke about that day again, even to his 
family and even though he would go on to join the SAS 

for a further 20 years. 
This month, when Fleer died suddenly, aged 63, his 
children knew little more than that their beloved dad 
had been a good soldier. What happened next took 
their breath away. 
"The surprise came in the days after his death," his 
daughter, Melanie, said yesterday. 

"We were contacted by so many army guys who were 
floored by Dad's passing: I think everyone considered 
him invincible." 
At his funeral last week, they came from all over 
Australia - soldiers young and old - to pay their final 

respects in Melbourne to a man who fellow soldier Rick 

O'Haire said was "an icon of the SAS". 
"There must have been 200 soldiers and former 
soldiers at his funeral - there were people from his old 
patrol, from the SAS, commandos and even generals - 
it was incredible," said Fleer's son, Michael. 
Even the head of the Australian Defence Force, General 
David Hurley, has paid homage to Fleer. 

"I served with Hans in 1RAR in the mid-70s," General 
Hurley said yesterday. "He was measured and 
unflappable by nature, a very professional soldier and 
officer, and a tremendous role model for junior 
officers." 
Martin Hamilton-Smith, a former SAS colleague of Fleer 
and now a Liberal opposition frontbencher in South 

Australia, was at his funeral last week. "Hans grew 

from a brave young soldier into a father figure in 
Australian Special Forces," Mr Hamilton-Smith said. 
"He helped take young soldiers from the jungles of 

Vietnam, through counter-terrorism, on to the deserts 
of Iraq and Afghanistan. 

"Hans brought together the soldierly qualities of moral 
courage, mental toughness, a dry wit and a sense of 
mateship. Everyone he touched was better for having 
walked beside him." 
At their dad's service and at his wake, Michael and 
Melanie learned more about his wartime exploits than 
during his lifetime. 

"They also called him Major Fear," Melanie said. 
"He was a Clint Eastwood type with a steely stare and a 
dark sense of humour. He had a very stoic face which 
you couldn't read and he would just look into you." 
At his funeral, Fleer's mates told his kids how he should 

have received the Victoria Cross rather than the DCM 

for his actions that day near Nui Dat. 
"Some of the old guys reckoned that decision (not to 
give him a VC) was political bullshit," Michael said. 
"They told me that if you had to pick a man to go to 
war with, it was my father." 
"It has been almost surreal because he never really 
talked about the army and what he did. 

"And now we are hearing from so many SAS guys 
saying he was instrumental in their career and lives." 
O'Haire, who served with Fleer for 40 years, said 
simply: "Hans was the bloke you wanted by your side 
on a cold, dark, windy night. We will never see his likes 
again." 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/nationalaffairs/defe

nce/family-finally-learns-the-deeds-of-aniceman/story-

e6frg8yo-1226629028929  

____________________________  

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/nationalaffairs/defence/family-finally-learns-the-deeds-of-aniceman/story-e6frg8yo-1226629028929
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/nationalaffairs/defence/family-finally-learns-the-deeds-of-aniceman/story-e6frg8yo-1226629028929
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/nationalaffairs/defence/family-finally-learns-the-deeds-of-aniceman/story-e6frg8yo-1226629028929
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a photoshop production 

… Adolf Hitler, first man on the moon… 
 

 
a photoshop production 

Penguins of Madagascar … or is it Neuschwabenland? 


